5/6/2014 CBP to deploy two additional aerostats in Rio Grande Valley| U.S. Customs and Border Protection

CBP to deploy two additional
aerostats in Rio Grande Valley

Release Date: May 5,2014

EDINBURG, Texas -U.S. Customs and Border Protection has completed the operational utility
evaluation of three aerostats that were deployed in the Rio Grande Valley Border Patrol Sector in
November 2013, and is planning to deploy two additional aerostats this June.

The aerostats have been very effective for the Border Patrol, both as a deterrentand as an
excellent means of spotting illegal activity. Additionally, the aerostats have helped agents save
immigrant lives in remote and inhospitable areas.

The aerostats were acquired from the Department of Defense as they are no longer needed by the
military in Irag and Afghanistan, but have significant benefits to the protection of the United
States when deployed in a homeland security situation. The significant advantages of using
excess military equipment include economic benefits and, in partnership with DOD, quality
trainingin its use and maintenance.

The Border Patrol thanks local communities for their enduring support of the aerostats’
deployment.

The Rio Grande Valley Sector is part of the South Texas Campaign, which leverages federal, state
and local resources to combat transnational criminal organizations. To report suspicious activity,
call the sector’s toll-free telephone number at 800-863-9382.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of
Homeland Security charged with the management, control and protection of our nation's borders
at and between the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist
weapons out of the country while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws.
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