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Today is Jock Scharfen’s last day as Acting Director for the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. Jock has 
demonstrated remarkable dedication to this department during his tenure as Acting Director and as Deputy 
Director, and has helped guide the agency’s transformation into a 21st century service-driven organization.  

Jock has made lasting contributions to homeland security, including processing a record number of naturalization 
petitions, effectively eliminating the FBI name check backlog, and welcoming thousands of Iraqi refugees that 
supported the U.S. overseas. 

I am grateful for Jock’s service to our nation during his tenure at the department as well as his distinguished 25-
year career as a U.S. Marine. On behalf of the department, I thank him for his many contributions to improving the 
services we provide legal immigrants and in naturalizing thousands of new U.S. citizens. 
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