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US.Customsand
‘Border Protection -

- V-VV'MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTORS FIELD OPERATIONS

'DlRECTOR PRECLEARANCE OPERATIONS

ey ‘fASSlstant Commnssnoner

' ".1.\.7;};-{.'Offlce of: Fleld Operatlons

SUBJECT - B 1'in Lleu of I Vrsa For U S Government Funded Travel gt

-On January 20 2004 the Department of State (DOS) ISSUGd cable 92 STATE 201252

- providi

ng clarification on the issuance of J-1 visas for U.S. Government Funded Travel.

- The purpose of this memorandum is to share the. DOS c!anftcatlon and request that the
- same: crltena be applred at the ports of entry : L . e '

1. As U S Mlssrons overseas contrnue to send an rncreasnng number of vrsntors
'~ including Foreign Service National Employees (FSNs), to the United States on a

wide variety of programs, consular officers are reminded that the fact that travel
is being funded in whole or in part by a U.S. Government agency does not itself -
require that the traveler be rssued a J-1 exchange visitor visa, nor does it mean
that the traveler will be subject to Sectron 212(e) of the lmmlgratlon and

3 Natlonahty Act (INA)

J-1 vrsas are requnred for USG funded travel only |f the VISltors prlncrpal purposer-‘ 3

for travellng to the United States is to participate inan approved exchange visitor

program. Other visitors may be rssued a B 1 visa, as !ong as therr actlvrtres are

‘ v'consxstent with B 1 status

If: the sponsorrng USG agency certlfres erther that it has no authorized exchange i

- visitors program, or that the activities the visitor will pursue in the United States

are unrelated to activities descnbed in that agency’ s ‘exchange program, a vrsa A

"fﬂ”-other than J, such as B-1, may be: approprlate If necessary, the sponsonng
- USG agency may certify in Wntlng that no exchange program ex1sts or that the

actrvrtres are unrelated to any eXIstlng program

Questlons may be dxrected to Cheryt Becker at (202) 927 0157 A
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