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13~1: inLjeu~fj~iVisa· For'l."S>Goverrlment FundedTravef'·· •. '

Assistant Commissioner ..•.•... . .
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MEMbRANDUMFQR~ DIREctORS, FIELD OPERATIONS... . .
.DIRECTOR"PRECLEARANCE OPERATIONS. . .

'On:'January'20,'2004,theDepartm~nt ot'State(OOS)issued'Cable9~f STA1E201252·•.. ·.'.
prcvidingclarifica,tionontheissuance of J-l visasforlJ .S~ 'Government Fu'ndedTra.veL .
The'purposeofthis memmandumis to sharetheDQS clarification and request'thatthe
same criteria be applied at the ports-of-e.ritry: .;.' . '.

,1. As U.S. N1i's~ionsov~rseas contiriuetosendariirlCreasing number()(visitbrs,' .
. ' .' including Foreign Service National Employees (FSNs), to the United$tatesorla .

, wide variety of programs;consularofficers arereminded thatthe fa¢tthattravel .
.is being fundedinwhole orin part by a U:S. Government agency does not itselfi
.requirelhafthetraveler be issued i;i J~1 exchange vIsitorvisa, nor ooesitlTJean'
that the trayeler,will be subject to Sectibn212(e) ofthe Immigration 'a,nd .

. Nationality Act (INA). . ..,

2. '.' J~1 Visasa.rerequiredJorUSG-fu~ded traVel only if the visitor's principal purp6~e .
.... for traveHri9 to the United States is to participateirian approved exchangevi~itor'

program,'Qthervisitor$rnaybeissued a B·=J:.visa,aslong as their activities are' , . '.
consisterihvith B~lstatus. . '. . . .. ... .... '. '.' .
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. . 3. "f;the sponsorihgUSGCigency certIfieseifher,'that It Ilasnoauthorized exthahge.···..··.
'. ,visitors prograrh, otthat the activitiesthevi~itorwiflpur~uein the United States ••.."

are unrelated to activities described in thatagency's exchange program, a visa
btherthah'U, such as'E3"t, ·rnay,be;appropriate.lfnecessary,the sponsoring ...... ,

• USG agencYmaycertifyin writing that no exchange programexists'orthatthe'
activitiesareunrelatt?dtoariyexisting program; " . . . .
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