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Audience 
FO/TSC: CR, CR TII, CR TXVI, DRT, DT, FR, OA, OS, RR, SR, TA, TE, 
TSC-SR 
PSC: CA, SCPS, ICDS, CS, TSA, TST, IES, ISRA, RECONR 
MAMPSC: DMS, ISRA, OAS, SPIKE 
OCO-OIO: ANC, CR, CAQCR, CTE, FCR  

Originating Component  

OISP  

Effective Date  

Upon Receipt  

Background  

This transmittal applies only to the Pago Pago field office in American 
Samoa. It defines who is considered an alien in American Samoa and 
explains that the American Samoa government determines lawful alien 
status. The transmittal lists the American Samoa documents that SSA 
accepts as proof of lawful alien status for SSN applications filed in 
American Samoa.  

Summary of Changes  
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RM 10210.600 Evidence of Lawful Alien Status for Aliens Living in 
American Samoa  

We revised this section to:  

rename the section heading,  
improve readability by organizing the material into subsections,  
clarify the policy that SSA does not accept Department of 
Homeland Security lawful alien status documents for SSN 
applications filed in American Samoa,  
update cross-references related to lawful alien status for aliens 
living in American Samoa, and  
add to this section the list of documents an alien living in 
American Samoa must submit to prove lawful alien status. This 
list was previously in RM 10210.610.  

 
 
 
 

RM 10210.600 Evidence of Lawful 
Alien Status for Aliens Living in 
American Samoa 
NOTE: These instructions are for Field Office 025, Pago Pago, American Samoa 
only. It is informational for all other addressees.  

A. Aliens in American Samoa and determining 
their lawful alien status 
An SSN applicant who enters or lives in American Samoa and who is neither a 
U.S. citizen nor a U.S. national is an alien. American Samoa has its own 
government and immigration system and issues its own evidence of lawful alien 
status to aliens. American Samoa is not subject to the Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) immigration laws; the Pago Pago field office (FO) must rely on 
documents issued by the American Samoa government to determine an alien’s 
lawful alien status while in American Samoa and may not accept documents 
issued by DHS for that purpose.  

B. American Samoa immigration ID card and letter 
American Samoa issues an American Samoa Immigration Identification card (ID 
card) and a Verification of Immigration Status letter (Immigration Letter) to all 
aliens who enter the American Samoa with intent to stay more than 29 days.  

C. Employment authorization for American Samoa 
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aliens 
American Samoa grants some aliens employment authorization inherent to their 
American Samoa immigration status (e.g., Status AA). Aliens, who do not have 
inherent employment authorization and intend to work, must obtain employment 
authorization documentation from the American Samoa government.  

1. Original SSN card for aliens 

Aliens filing for an original SSN card at the Pago Pago FO must submit:  

American Samoa Immigration ID card (ID card) and  

American Samoa Verification of Immigration Status letter (Immigration 
Letter). 

2. Replacement SSN card for aliens 

Aliens filing for a replacement SSN card at the Pago Pago FO must submit: 

the ID card only, if the ID card shows an immigration status code of AA; or 

both the ID Card and their Immigration Letter, if the ID Card shows an 
immigration status code that is not AA. 

3. Alien does not submit lawful alien status evidence 

If an alien fails to submit the required lawful alien status evidence, the Pago Pago 
FO must: 

provide the alien with a written notice explaining why you cannot process 
the SSN application. See RM 10215.110;  

refer the applicant to the American Samoa Immigration Board; and 

advise the alien that he or she may file a new SSN application when they 
submit acceptable documentation. 

See Also:  

RM 10210.010, Evidence Policy for an Original or New SSN  

RM 10210.015, Evidence Policy for a Replacement SSN Card 

RM 10210.120, Assisting Applicants When the SSN Application Cannot be Filed 

RM 10210.250, Overview of Evidence of Age for an SSN Card 

RM 10210.405, Evidence of Identity for an SSN Card 
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RM 10210.500B, General Information on Evidence of U.S. Citizenship for a 
Social Security Number (SSN) Card 

RM 10210.605, Requirements for the Pago Pago, American Samoa Field Office 
(FO) to Review Lawful Alien Status 

RM 10210.610, Reviewing an Alien's American Samoa Documents 

RM 10211.001, Who Must Submit Evidence of Lawful Alien Status for an SSN 
Card 

RM 10210 TN 11 - SSN Evidence Requirements - 07/18/2011

 
Privacy Policy | Website Policies & Other Important Information

Page 4 of 4PolicyNet/Instructions Updates/RM 10210 TN 11: SSN Evidence Requirements

8/30/2011https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/public/reference.nsf/links/07152011100351AM

AILA InfoNet Doc. No. 11083061. (Posted 08/30/11)




