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,,..5 Security 

June 2, 2026 

I write to bring an important issue to your attention and to ensure that all state court judges in the 

country understand how to properly adjudicate claims as part of the Special hnmigrant Juvenile 

(SIJ) process. This program is rife with fraud, and state court judges have historically 

misunderstood their important role in policing this fraud. As detailed below, these failures have 

caused great harm to American citizens. To prevent further harm, I seek your assistance going 

forward. 

As you may know, the SIJ classification allows certain aliens under 21, many of whom came here 

illegally, to become lawful permanent residents and eventually U.S. citizens. Under the SIJ regime, 

state court judges act as gatekeepers of this status. Specifically, an alien seeking SIJ status must 

obtain an order from a state court that (1) the alien is dependent on the court or in the custody of a 

state agency or court appointed individual, (2) the alien is unable to be reunified with his or her 

parents based on abuse, abandonment, or neglect, and (3) it is not in the best interests of the alien 

to return to his or her home country. 

While the SIJ program advances important congressional objectives, it is significantly at risk of 

fraud. Many state court judges are not aware of this risk and grant the predicate orders in a non­

adversarial and pro forma fashion. Frequently, there is no underlying child protective services or 

similar investigation into the child's circumstances. Instead, aliens who wish to remain in the 

United States forever can obtain these orders without meaningfully demonstrating that they meet 

the requirements because many judges are unaware of the need to vet the claims. In some 

jurisdictions, judges issue SIJ predicate orders without even holding a hearing. 

The failure of state court judges to police the requirements of the SIJ process leads to tangible 

harm. It allows criminals, gang members, and even suspected terrorists to obtain lawful status, 

while eroding public trust and diverting court resources away from genuinely vulnerable children. 

A recent report by the Fraud Detection and National Security Directorate (FDNS) of U.S. 

Citizenship and hnmigration Services (USCIS) covering SIJ data from fiscal years 2013 through 

2025 revealed troubling patterns, including age and identity fraud and filings from known or 

suspected terrorists, criminal aliens, and adult aliens from countries with national security 

concerns. The USCIS Report found that since FY 2013, nearly 19,000 SIJ petitioners were found 

to have criminal arrest records, including 120 for murder. Additionally, at least 200 approved SIJ 
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