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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

8 CFR Chapter I 

[USCIS Docket No. USCIS 2020–0013] 

RIN 1615–AC57 

Ratification of Department Action 

AGENCY: Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). 

ACTION: Ratification. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland 
Security is publishing notice of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security’s 
ratification of a rule. 
DATES: The ratification was signed on 
December 15, 2025 and relates back to 
the original date of the action that it 
ratifies. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Office of the General Counsel, DHS, 
Washington, DC 20528, (202) 282–9822. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
December 15, 2025, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security ratified the approval 
and issuance of the final rule titled 
‘‘Security Bars and Processing,’’ as well 
as the associated notice of proposed 
rulemaking. See 85 FR 41201 (July 9, 
2020); 85 FR 84160 (Dec. 23, 2020). DHS 

is now publishing the ratification in the 
Federal Register out of an abundance of 
caution. Neither the ratification nor the 
publication is a statement that the 
ratified action would be invalid absent 
the ratification, whether published or 
otherwise. 

James H. Percival II, 
General Counsel, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. 
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RATJFICATION 

~ 

us.-.. ..... , ..... ..., 
......_DCD:11 

Homeland 
Security 

Former Actiag Semtlly Chad WoJf approwdaadissuedtwojoimDepadment of Homeland 
Security (DHS)-Depanmeat of .Justice (DOJ) adiom nlevaat here: 

1) ~ Bon tllltl Proccmg, 8S W Reg. 41.201 (July 9. 2020) (Notice of Proposed 
Rvfemating {'"NPltM")) ("Security Bm NPRM"). 

2) ~ Bon t111t1 Procmtng. as w Reg. 84.160 (Dec. n. 2020) (Final lbde) 
("Secutity Bm Final lbdej. 

Oat of a,blmdance ftf cantioD. I am affimring jind ratit)'iDg the applOVll and issuace of the 
Security Bm NPRM and SemrityBmFmal Rule. lam tatmgthis action because of a 
Gowmment Acmmllbility Oflce opiaioa. S1111 B-3316SO (Comp. Gen.., Aug. 14. 2020) stating 
tut theApsil 9. 2019, order of succession issued by fmmer SecrelmJ' Kintjen Nielsen and the 
November 8, 2019. order of succession issued by fmmer Actiag SecrelmJ' ICevinMcAleena 
weienotvalid. S.PtmgmlllgalS.W. v. U.S. Dq'tofH01Mltllltlk. S12 F. Supp. 34966 
(N.D. Cal. 2021) (issuillg apretiminary il,J1mdionapinsttbeGlobalAsylmaFmallbdeon tbe 
basis ofCbad Wolf's tenice a Acting Semtlly). 

Fonner Actiag SecrelmJ' Wolf'sapprowl and issua~ of the Security Bm NPRM aad tbe 
Security Bm Final lbde w a dflep1,1e action tmtmay be Jltititd. S. S U.S.C. f 3348(8)(2). 
S.abo, e.g., Gouola & Gonza Bon6 cl Ins. Agv. U.S. Dq'I of1lomtltmll S.C., 107 F.41h 
10'4, 1067.a (9th Cir. 2024) ("We conclude that tbe Semtlly had the authority to de1epte 
ponndption oftbelbde; it wnot a tmction or duty sinplad.y emmsted to tbe SecrelmJ' .... 
11ms.c ratification of the lbde by (the) SecrelmJ' ... cURd aay detect in tbe lbde's p,mmlption " 
(deaedup)); GNt1c v. Blnaof A.lcolJol, Tohcco, Flnanlls. antlE:qiomw, 920 F.3d 1, 13 
(D.C. Cir. 2019) ("We hawapeateclly Welk a pzoperly appointed oflicial's mtification of an 
a1leged1y imp.ops of&cial•• pior action ... iesohres thedaim on tbe merits by mnedy[ing) (the) 
detect tif aay) 1om the imtial ,ppmmment; cmma1 quotationmam and citatioaomitted. 
lnctets in origmal). 

I haw familiariredmyselfwifl the contenlt, pnpose. and requiRmellts of the Security Bm 
NPRM andtbe SecudtyBm Finalble. 'l'hemtificationtelates bactintimeto theoliginal 
approval aadisw of the Semmy Bm NPRM and the SecmityBm Pinal Rule. 11ms.c any 
lllbsequent actiom altering or delaying the rule haw DO beuiDg OD this ratification 
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[FR Doc. 2026–00964 Filed 1–16–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9111–97–C 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

10 CFR Part 50 

[NRC–2024–0189] 

Commercial Non-Power Production or 
Utilization Facilities 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notification of interpretation; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is issuing an 
interpretation of its regulations to 
include non-power production or 
utilization facilities (NPUFs) licensed 
under section 103 of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954, as amended (AEA), within 
the scope of the NRC’s backfitting 
regulations and to exclude non- 
commercial NPUFs licensed under 
section 104 of the AEA from the scope 
of the NRC’s backfitting regulations. The 
interpretation is effective immediately 
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