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Statement by the President on World Refugee Day

On this World Refugee Day, the United States joins the international community in recognizing the nearly 15
million refugees worldwide, and millions more internally displaced people. We honor the dignity, courage, and
determination of these men, women and children who have fled persecution and violence in their homelands
and the commitment and generosity of the countries and organizations that provide them protection and
assistance during this difficult time.

While we work to promote lasting peace and stabilityand human rights around the world, so that these refugees
may one day return to their countries in safety and dignity, we know that for some voluntary return may not be
possible. For these refugees social, economic, and legal integration in their country of asylum not only provides
opportunities for them to begin rebuilding their lives, but also for the contribution of their knowledge, talents, and
skills to be fully realized. Americans know the benefits of these valuable contributions firsthand. Since 1975, we
have welcomed more than 3 million refugees from all over the world and continue to lead the world in refugee
resettlement.

Together with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the international
community, we are committed to protecting the world’s refugees, mitigating their suffering, and working to help
find ways for them to live in dignity and peace.
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Another Step Forward Toward Energy
Security

As part of the President’s all-of-the-above energy
strategy, the Obama administration is offering 39
million acres of the most oil- and gas-rich area of
the Gulf of Mexico to increase the exploration and
production of America’s domestic energy
resources
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President Obama Speaks at the End of the
G20 Summit
- President Obama holds a
press conference to
discuss his takeaways
from the G20 Summit.
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Affordable Care Act Helps Improve Access
to High Quality, Coordinated Care
Community health centers across the nation are
leveraging improved access to community-based
health care services and health information
technology through the Affordable Care Act to help
patients
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