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INS Announces Opening of TPS Application Period for Salvadorans

WASHINGTON - The Immigration and Natura1ization Service (INS) will begin
accepting applications on March 9, 2001 for Temporary Protected Status (IPS) for
eligihle Salvadorans. Regulations outlining application procedures will he puhlished
tomorrow in the Federal Register. The application period. will continue for 18 months
beginning March 9, 2001 and will end on September 9, 2002.

The TPS designation was made by Attorney General John Ashcroft and is estimated to
cover as many as 150,000 potential applicants. Eligihle Salvadorans will not be removed
from the United States and can apply for perntission to work in the United States during
the designsted period. In order to IllllXimize 11'S benefits, applicants are encouraged to
apply early since the processing of an employment authorization card may take
approximately 90 days.

• Who is eligihle?

An alien who is a national ofEI Salvador (or in the case of an alien having no nationality,
a person who last habitually resided in EI Salvador) is eligible for 11'S benefits if the
alien:

• Artived in the United Stales on or ptior to February 13, 2001, and
continuously resided in the United Stales since that date;

• Has been continuously physically present since March 9, 2001;
• Is admissible as an immigrant (sorne grounds of inadmissibility may be

waived);
• Registers for 11'S dutiog the 18-month 11'S period, which begins on March 9,

2001 and ends on September 9, 2002.

Individuals who have been convicted in the United States of either a felony or two or
more ntisdemeanors cornntitted in the United Stales are not eligible for 11'S. Likewise,
individuals subject to certain crintioal or security-related bars to asylum are ineligible for
11'S.

• How do I ohtain the TPS application?






