A

AC21. See American
Competitiveness in the
21st Century Act

Access to counsel policy, 2-3

Accompanying family members
visas. See Family-based
consular processing

Adam Walsh Child Protection and
Safety Act of 2006, 189—
190, 213

Adjustment of status
B-1 business visitors, 140—142
consular processing vs., 30-31
K-1 visas, 55

Administrative Conference of the
United States
right to counsel, 3

Administrative processing, 261-277

congressional inquiries, 273

E-1 and E-2 visas, 169-170.

FOIA considerations, 276

how to shorten process, 271-272

LegalNet inquiry, 273

managing client expectations and
easing anxiety, 277

mandamus and unreasonable
delay litigation, 273-276

petition-based visas, 271

preloading, 271-271

preparation to avoid, 270-271

security checks. See Security
checks

visa vetting programs, 263-266

Administrative review
consular decisions, 66—67, 261
loss of nationality, 358, 359-360

Index

Adoptions
foreign national’s birth parent’s
relinquishment of parental
rights, 362-363
processing relative petitions, 60
Intercountry Adoption Act, 362

Advisory opinions from Visa Office

(AOD)

adoptions, 331

consular decisions, 66—67

criminal matters, 42

LegalNet, 256

nonimmigrant visas, 256

nonimmigrant waivers under
INA §212(d)(3), 219

Affidavit of Support
CEAC, 84
immigrant visas, 43—45, 97, 98
National Visa Center (NVC), 91
as potential issue, 218, 307
U.S. citizen minor marrying
foreign national, 56

Afghan and Iraqi Special
Immigrant Visa (SIV)
IV consular processing, 32
NVC processing for, 82
right to counsel, 2
travel ban, 6, 7, 78

Age-out children
National Visa Center (NVC), 91—
92

waiver of inadmissibility, 2324

AILA. See American Immigration
Lawyers Association

American Bar Association (ABA)
right to counsel, 3

American Citizen Services (ACS).
See U.S. citizens
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American Competitiveness in the
21st Century Act (AC21)
employment-based visa numbers,
changes to, 35

American Immigration Lawyers

Association (AILA)

AILALIink, 5, 129

Immigration Consequences of
Criminal Activity, 210

listservs, 2, 3, 32

local counsel assistance, finding,
254

right to counsel, 3

The Waivers Book: Strategies for
Overcoming
Inadmissibility,
Removability, and Other
Barriers to Immigration
Benefits, 251

websites, 2, 3, 5, 254

Annotations on visas

CLASS OVERCOME statement,
225

Duration of Status, 180

FAM, 332-333

immigrant visas, 332-333

L-1 issues post—visa issuance,
194

visa validity, 321

visa errors with implications,

336-338

Appointments

CGI Federal, 242-243

General Dynamics Information
Technology, Inc. (GDIT),
242-243

Global Support Strategy (GSS),
242-243

NIV appointment system, 242—
243,259

USTravelDocs, 242

ARIS (Admissibility Review
Information System),
221,223

Arrest or detention of U.S. citizens
abroad, emergency
assistance from consular
post, 365-366

Attorneys

ethical considerations. See Ethical
considerations

nonimmigrant waivers under
INA §212(d)(3), 224

representation of visa applicants,
11-13

right to counsel. See Right to
counsel

Authority, sources of, 1,4-5

Automatic visa revalidation
nonimmigrant visas, 9-10
unavailable to citizens and

nations of state sponsors
of terrorism, 10

B visas
nannies, 21

B-1 visas, 125-144
admission, extension, and change
of status, 140-142
authority, 125-126
regulatory authority, agency
guidelines, and
policy
considerations,
129-131
statutory authority, 125126
corporate management of, 142
domestic workers, 134
eligibility, 132—-133
ESTA, 126-129, 140
executive orders and extreme
vetting, 137—-139
Form DS-5535, 138
H-1, H-1B, or H-3 compared,
134-136
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INA §214(b) denials, 295-316
interviews, documentation for, 17
ministers of religion, 133, 297
other business activities
classifiable as, 134136
renewals, 17
requirements, 131-132
entry for temporary period,
131-132
permitted business activities,
132
unabandoned foreign
residence, 131
for workers in U.S., 133-134
under USMCA, 136-137
visa application, 139140
VWP, 126-129
travel bans, 138—139

B-2 visas, 143—-144
E visas, parents and extended
family of, 167
INA §214(b) denials, 295-316
interviews, documentation for,
17-18

Bangladesh
initial country jurisdiction for IV,
retaining, 53

Bender’s Immigration Bulletin, 5

Bhutan
INA §214(b) refusal rate, 299

Biden Administration, 6, 20, 51, 72.
138, 326, 335

Biometric technologies

database “HIT.,” 263

National Vetting Enterprise
(NVE) program, 269-270

NIV collection, contractors, 242—
243

US-VISIT program, 126

VWP passports, 127

Blanket L-1 petitions. See L-1
blanket petitions

373

Brazil
COVID-19 pandemic travel ban
litigation, 68

Business visitors. See B-1 visas

Buy American and Hire American
(BAHA), rescinded in
2021, anecdotally
resurfacing in 2025, 51

C

Cables

2001 visa refusal procedures, 313,
315

2004 section 214(b), 18, 296, 311

2004 intended activities in the
U.S., 76

“catch and revoke”, 74

2005 CLASS “Hits”, 21

2025 enhanced vetting and social
media, 76

Implementing Immediate
Heightened Screening and
Vetting of Visa Applicants
(2017), 137

2025 medical Examination, 47

2025 public Charge, 15-16, 40,

43, 45
Canada
B-1 visas under USMCA, 136—
137

e-Safe system, use by
nonimmigrant citizen
applicants, 221
F-1, M-1, or J-1 visas, 177
nonimmigrant waivers
under INA §212(d)(3), 132,
221
passport returns, 320
passports applying for U.S.
abroad, 347-350
police certificates and provincial
documents, 84
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third country national (TCN)
processing, 231

automatic revalidation
provision of 22
CFR §42.112(d),
9-10

nonimmigrant visas, 231,
259

Cardenas v. United States (9th Cir.
2016), 22

CARRP (Controlled Application
Review and Resolution
Program) cases, 266

CCD. See Consular Consolidated
Database

CCF (Commission for the Control
of Interpol’s Files), 282,
285,290-291, 292

CEAC. See Consular Electronic
Application Center

Certificate of Birth Abroad
(CRBA), 238, 353

CGI Federal
appointment system of, 242243

Change of status
B-1 business visitors, 140—142
INA §214(b) denial, 304
nonimmigrant waivers under
INA §212(d)(3), 226

Children
See also Spouses and dependents
age-out
National Visa Center (NVC),
91-92
waiver of inadmissibility,
23-24
born out of wedlock, citizenship
of, 354
DNA testing
proof of biological
relationships,
121

U.S. citizen father, proof of
paternity, 354
foreign national’s birth parent’s
relinquishment of parental
rights, 362-363
immigrant visa, children born
after issuance, 238
reproductive technology (ART)
and/or surrogacy abroad,
birth citizenship, 354-355
tainted funds, benefit of, 24
U.S. citizens birth abroad, filing
consular reports, 353-355

Child Status Protection Act of 2002,

235,237
China
extreme vetting for F, M, J visas,
21

immigrant visas
COVID-19 pandemic travel
ban litigation, 68
cross-chargeability, 34
cut off date, 35-36
DOS-designated high-fraud
posts, 59
pregnant women, travel to U.S.,
307-309
SAOs, 265

Citizenship

children born out of wedlock, 354

dual nationality, 398-399

expatriate, right to, 398

loss of U.S. nationality, including
renunciation, 355-361

Philippines, birth in, 34

relinquishment of U.S., 355-361

reproductive technology (ART)
and/or surrogacy abroad,
birth citizenship, 354-355

U.S. citizen birth abroad, filing
consular report, 353-355
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CLASS (Consular Lookout and
Support System)
CLASS OVERCOME statement,
225
inadmissibility, 21-22
INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions, 287288

Congressional inquiries
administrative processing, 273
expediting consular cases, request

denials, 247

Consular absolutism
nonreviewability, doctrine of, 68

Consular autonomy, 241-242

Consular Consolidated Database
(CCD)
Form DS-5535, 267
immigrant visas, application
materials, 327-328
nonimmigrant visas
waiver processing, 26, 223
postapproval processing, 318
security checks, 267

Consular Electronic Application
Center (CEAC), 97
Affidavit of Support, 84
data preservation, 109—-110
document processing, 83
DS-260, 99
Fees
immigrant visas, 98
nonimmigrant visas, 98
payment, 38-39
Form DS-160, 14-16, 109, 110—
111,117
immigrant visas, 38—40, 97-108
nonimmigrant visas, 14—16, 109—
118
system outages in, 39
timing out of, 109
“unavailable” documents, 120,
121

Consular Lookout And Support
System. See CLASS

375

Consular officers

administrative processing and,
60-61

communication with, 3—4, 257

decisionmaking, limitations on,
21

de novo review of decisions of,
24

INTERPOL red notices and, 287—
290

Consular petition returns
NVC and KCC, 95
to USCIS, 58-59

Consular processing
“access to counsel” policy, 2-3,
76
adjustment of status vs., 30-31
biometric technologies, 263
US-VISIT, 126, 140
E-1 and E-2 visas, 167-170
foreign documents for use in,
119-123
alternatives, 120121
civil documents by country,
119-120
requesting documents, 122—
123
translation, 39, 46, 123
validity period of document,
123
Form I-130 relative petitions,
processing, 53-54
government databases. See
specific databases
immigrant visas, 31-32
in-country I-130 filings, 343347
LPRs, returning after extended
stay abroad, 341-343
travel bans, impact of, 5-7
U.S. citizens, filings from
consular posts, 351-370
U.S. passport, applying for
abroad, 347-350
Visa Security Units, 21, 266
websites of consular posts, 4—5
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Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(CRBA), 238, 353-355,
360

Consular review, 67-69
administrative review, 6667, 271
doctrine of nonreviewability of

decisions, 67-69

Counsel, right to. See Right to
counsel

Counter Terrorism and Criminal
Exploitation Unit
(CTCEU), 179

Cover letters, 195-207
advice from colleagues, 202207
B visas, 312-313
components of, 200-201
first: “the ask,” 200
second: the law, 200
third: the facts, 201
consulate knowledge needed for,
201-202
F-1 visas, 313
first-time applicant, advice in
preparing, 312-313
L-1 visas, 313
need for, 198
purpose and use of, 198
sample, 207
tone of, 199

COVID-19 pandemic

Adjustment of Status (AOS), 30—
31

backlog, 140, 265

consular notarial services, 361—
363

DV lottery, travel ban, 68

employment-related visas, 36

LPRs returning after extended
stay abroad, 342

travel ban litigation, 68

vaccine requirement, 185

visa processing and, 6

Crimes involving moral turpitude
(CIMT). See Criminal
convictions

Criminal convictions

controlled substance violations,
215

crimes involving moral turpitude
(CIMT), 210, 211

visa error example, 337

criminal and misconduct findings,
combating to avoid
inadmissibility, 210-212

driving under the influence
(DUI), 27-29

immigrant visa, 42, 62—63

nonimmigrant visas interviews,
preparation for, 249-251

waiver of inadmissibility, 62—63

Cross-chargeability, 34-35

Cuba
automatic visa revalidation,
unavailability of, 10
INA §214(b) refusal rate, 299
Security Advisory Opinions
(SAOs), 6

D

Denials

E-1 visas, 170-171

E-2 visas, 171-172

INA §214(b) denials, 295-316

INTERPOL Red Notices. See
INTERPOL

nonimmigrant visas, 11-12, 256

refusals, 140

Dependents. See Spouses and
dependents

Derivative visas. See Family-based
consular processing;
specific visas
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Detention of U.S. citizens abroad,
emergency assistance
from consular post, 365—
366

DHS. See Homeland Security
Department

Diffusions. See INTERPOL

Diversity Visa Immigrant Program

(DV lottery)

COVID-19 travel ban, 68

Kentucky Consular Center
(KCC), 93-95

NIV and, 305-306

Suspension of visa issuance, 33,
36, 40, 64, 69, 93, 305

DNA testing
proof of biological relationships,
121
U.S. citizen father, proof of
paternity, 354

Documentation. See Supporting
documents

DOS. See State Department

Drug and alcohol abuse

“Class A” and “Class B” findings,
215-216

controlled substance violations,
210, 212

inadmissibility, 48-49

role of surgeon or panel physician
in establishing
inadmissibility, 215-217

DS-160 nonimmigrant visa

application, 109-118

accompanying or following-to-
join derivative visas, 239

changing posts for, 231

completing, 14-16, 110-117

correcting mistakes on, 110

data preservation, 109—-110

denial of visa, 11-12

correcting, 15

377

with legal implications, 336—
338
other considerations, 338
simple typographical errors,
336
family members applications, 110
MRYV fee payments, 11, 16
NIV interview preparation, 257—
258
nonimmigrant visas electronic
application, 14-16, 257—
258
postapproval processing, 317-318
previous refusals, addressing in,
314
returning application in CEAC,
117
visa appointments, 118
30-day expiration, 14

DS-260 immigrant visa applications,
97-108
accompanying family members
visa applications, 236-237
CEAC system, 39, 83-84, 97
completing, 99—106
errors
with legal implications, 336—
338
other considerations, 338
simple typographical errors,
336
fee payment, 38-39, 98
mailing documents, 85
National Visa Center, 83—84
printing copy of submission and
DS-260, 108
reviewing and editing, 107
signing and submitting, 107
visa appointments, 108

DS-2019 exchange visitors. See J-1
visas

DV lottery. See Diversity Immigrant
Visa Program

Copyright © 2026, American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)



E

E-1 treaty traders, 145-146, 159—

165
business plan, 164—165
consular processing, 167-170
administrative proceedings,
169-170
common issues raised in
posts, 168—-169
interviews, 170
procedural considerations,
167-169
recent changes to Foreign
Affairs Manual
(FAM), 169
changes to E visa issuance
after, 172-174
interview waivers, 173
National Defense

Authorization
Act for Fiscal
Year 2023, 173—
174
reciprocity schedule, 172—
173
denials, common reasons
for, 171-172
dependents
parents and extended family,
167
spouses and children, 167
employees
executive/supervisory

employees, 166
special qualification/essential
employees, 166
FAM, 146, 161, 162-163, 166,
173
reciprocity schedule, 172—173
requirements, 159—-164
activities as trade, 160-161
intent to depart, 158—159
nationality, 159-160
percentage of trade, 163
substantial trade, 162—163

E-2 treaty investors, 145-146, 146—

159
business plan, 164—165
description of business and
executive
summary, 164
financial plan, 165
market and competitor
analysis, 165
marketing plan, 165
personnel plan, 165
consular processing, 167-170
administrative proceedings,
169-170
common issues raised in
posts, 168—169
interviews, 170
procedural considerations,
167-170
recent changes to Foreign
Affairs Manual
(FAM), 169
changes to E visa issuance,
172-173
interview waivers, 173
National Defense
Authorization
Act for Fiscal
Year 2023, 173—
174
reciprocity schedule, 172—
173
denials, common reasons for,
171-172
dependents
parents and extended family,
167
spouses and children, 167
employees
executive/supervisory
employees, 166
special qualification/essential
employees, 166
FAM, 156, 150, 155-156, 158
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procedural considerations when
consular processing, 167—
170
reciprocity schedule, 172—-173
requirements, 146—159
“develop and direct”
requirement,
148-149
intent to depart, 158159
marginality, 155-156
nationality, 147-148
real and operating, 157158
source of funds, 154-155
substantial investment, 149—
154

EB-5 investor visas, 159

Electronic filing
consular. See Consular Electronic
Application Center
visas. See specific forms and visas

Electronic System for Travel

Authorization (ESTA)

B-1 business visitors, 126—-129

denial under, 113, 242

National Vetting Enterprise
(NVE) program, 269-270

Visa Waiver Program (VWP), 8-
9,126-129

El Salvador
administrative processing,
preparation for, 270

Emami v. Nielsen (N.D. Cal. 2018),
22

Emergency passports, 352-353
See also Passports

Entry into U.S.
immigrant visas, 9, 10, 66

Errors
DS-160 applications, 15
on visa. See Visa errors

379

e-SAFE (Electronic Secured
Adjudication Forms
Environment) system,
221

ESTA. See Electronic System for
Travel Authorization

Ethical considerations
dual representation, 188

Exceptional circumstances, 37, 54,
343-347,366-370

Exchange visitors. See J-1 visas
Executive Order 13769 (2017), 5, 71

Executive Order 13780 (2017), 5, 71,
137,138, 269

Executive Order 13788 (2017), 51
Executive Order 14012 (2021), 6
Executive Order 14160 (2025), 309

Executive Order 14161 (2025), 71,
186

Executive Order 14168 (2025), 325,
326, 335, 353

Executive Order 14188 (2025), 27
Executive Order 14211 (2025), 71

Expediting consular cases, 241-247
GSS appointment system and
communication, 242-246
immigrant visa applications, 245—
245
cases at consulate, 245-246
cases at National Visa Center
(NVO), 245
denials of requests, 247
nonimmigrant visa applications
consular autonomy, 241-242
denials of requests, 246
expedited requests and
interview waiver
program, 244
NIV appointment system,
242-243
request strategy, 243244
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request denials, 246247
congressional inquiries, 247
IV cases, 247
NIV cases, 246
“special requests,” 247

Extensions
B-1 business visitors, 140—142
nonimmigrant waivers under
INA §212(d)(3), 226

Extreme hardship
waivers of inadmissibility, 62—65,
188, 211

Extreme vetting,

administrative processing, 266—
270

executive orders and, 137-138

Form DS-5535, 138, 266268

Implementing Immediate
Heightened Screening and
Vetting of Visa Applicants
(2017), 137

Iranian students, 20-21, 267

National Vetting Enterprise, 269—
270

SAOQO and “Visas” programs
challenges, 265

travel bans, 138

Visas Condor, 20, 265-266

F

F-1 visas
admission into United States, 180
denials, 297-299, 304
derivative visa applications, 239
documents required
Canadians and foreign
nationals with

visas, 177

FAM, 176

financial ability, evidence of,
177

Form I-20, 177, 179

nonimmigrant intent,
evidence of, 18—
19, 178, 297—
299, 303
preloading, 271-272
expedited visa processing
extensions, 9-10
extreme vetting and Form DS-
5535, 267-268, 271
Iranian students, 267

SEVIS
fee, 178179
record, 175

sponsor, 177
when to apply for visa, 179—-180

F-2 dependents, 175
admission to United States, 180
denials, 307

Fair Trials International, 286, 287,
292-293,

FAM. See Foreign Affairs Manual

Family-based consular processing
See also specific visas
accompanying family member,

34-35, 236238
IV visa application, 236237
NV visa application, 239
age-out cases, 91-91
following-to-join, 237-238
Certificate of Birth Abroad
(CRBA), 238
Child Status Protection Act
0f 2002, 235,
237
IV visa application, 50, 238
NV visa application, 239
general practice pointers, 54—56
immigrant visa derivatives, 32,
54, 235-239
accompanying or following-
to-join, 34-35,
236-238
acquisition of relationship,
236
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Certificate of Birth Abroad
(CRBA), 238
children born after visa
issuance, 238
Child Status Protection Act
0f 2002, 235,
237
exemptions, 238-239
loss of principal’s status, 238
standard definitions of
“spouse” and
“child”
applicable, 235
visa categories that permit,
235
INA §214(b) denial, 307
nonimmigrant visa derivatives,
239
accompanying or following-
to-join derivative
visa application,
239
NVC process, 37-40, 236-237
third country national (TCN)
processing, 231
visa annotations, 332-333
visa application
accompanying family
member, 236—
237
following-to-join, 238

Federated States of Micronesia

e-Safe system, use by nonimmigrant
citizen applicants, 221

Fees

E-1 and E-2 visas reciprocity,
172-173

H visas, 16

immigrant visas, 38-39, 98, 333

L-1 blanket petition visas, 16

L visas, 16

Machine Readable Visa (MRV)
fee payments, 11, 16

National Visa Center (NVC), 83

SEVIS, 16, 178-179

381

USCIS, 333
visa issuance fee, 16

Female genital mutilation/cutting
(FGM/C) fact sheet, 330—
331

Fiancé visas. See K-1 visas

Fingerprints. See Biometric
technologies

FOIA. See Freedom of Information
Act

Following-to-join (FTJ) cases. See
Family-based consular
processing

Foreign Account Tax Compliance
Act (FATCA), 361

Foreign Affairs Manual (FAM)
administrative processing, 263,
264, 270
attorney communications, 224
B-1 business visitors, 125, 129—
130, 131-136, 140, 143
BAHA, 51
blanket L-1 applicants, 194
CLASS, 287-289
consular autonomy, 241-242
derivatives, 307
errors, 335-338
expediting consular processing,
241, 243, 246, 247
Form I-130 relative petitions,
processing, 53, 56
FTJ cases, 51
homeless nationalities, 53
immigrant visas
annotations, 332-333
drug or alcohol abuse, 48-49
supporting documents, 41,
43
termination of registration,
66
third country processing, 11
as instructions/interpretive
material, 4
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INTERPOL, 287-290
legal counsel for SIV or SQ or SI
interviews, 2
LegalNet inquiry, 273
misrepresentations, 201
multiple valid visas, 320
nonimmigrant visas
B-1/B-2 visas, 13, 297, 307
birth in B visa status, 308—
309
consular autonomy, 241
dependent visas, 19
E-1 and E-2 visas, 146, 150,
155-156, 158,
161, 162-163,
166, 173
expediting consular
processing, 241,
243, 246, 247
F-1 visas, 176, 297-298
“hostage” taking, 304
immigrant intent, 305
inadmissibility, 251-252
J-1 visas, 176
length of stay, 297
M visas, 176
ministers of religion, 297
security checks by
nationality, 20
students, 176177, 304
tainted funds, 23-24
third country processing, 243
visa annotations, 322-323
waiver processing, 2627
waivers under INA
§212(d)(3), 220,
222,223,224,
225
notarial services provided at
consular posts, 361-363
reproductive technology (ART)
and/or surrogacy abroad,
birth citizenship, 354355
Security Advisory Opinions
(SAO), 264
unlawful presence, 61

U.S. citizens, services at consular

posts, 361-363, 363-365
visa annotations, 194, 332-333

Foreign documents for use in

consular processing,
119-123

alternatives, 120121

civil documents by country, 119—
120

requesting documents, 122—123

translation, 39, 46, 123

validity period of document, 123

Form DS-5535, 138, 183, 266268,
288

Form I-20
international students, 177, 179

Form I-94
entry in United States, 9,10

Form 1I-94W, 9, 10

Form I-129
designate consular post, 271
Immigrant Visa Application
Process, 37
K-1 visas, 183—-190

Form I-129F, 183
immigrant visa TCN processing,
233
NVC, 82
petitions. See K-1 visas

Form I-129S
L-1 issues post—visa issuance,
194

Form I-130
in-country filings, 343-347

exceptional circumstances,
343-347

immediate relatives of U.S.
military service
members, 368

petitions from military
personnel and
U.S. government
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employees, 343,
344, 347
relative petitions, processing, 53—
54
revocation, avoiding marriage
fraud determinations, 213—
214
U.S. citizens, direct consulate
filings, including under
exceptional circumstances,
367-370

Form I-193 waiver request
returning residents, 341-343

Form I-797, Notice of Action, 253

Form 1-824
derivative beneficiaries, 238

Form I-864. See Affidavit of
Support

Fraud or misrepresentation
waiver of inadmissibility, 63

Freedom House, 287

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
administrative processing and,
276
entry/exit records, 46, 212, 218
exemptions, 276
USCIS and EOIR proceedings, 46
visa-related information, 15, 31

G

General Dynamics Information
Technology, Inc. (GDIT)
NIV appointment system of, 242—
243

Global Support Strategy (GSS)
appointments and
communication, 242-243

Government databases. See specific
databases

383

H
H-1B visas
B-1 visas in lieu of, 135-136
H-3 visas

B-1 visas in lieu of, 135-136
Hague Convention, 362

Hira, Matter of (BIA 1966)
B-1 Visa business activity, 132,
133

HIV, no longer ground for
inadmissibility, 47

Home country processing
immigrant visas, 52, 231-234

Homeland Security Department

(DHS)

contact with officials and
inadmissibility, 211

ESTA form question, 128

INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions, 289

right to counsel, 3

postapproval processing, 326

renounciation, 358

SEVIS system ownership, 175

Homeless applicants
nationalities, 53

Hong Kong
extreme vetting of F, M, J
applicants, 21, 181
Matter of Hira, 133
U.S. citizen birth abroad, filing
consular report, 355

Hranka, Matter of (BIA 1978), 24,
220, 224

Humanitarian or medical reasons,
245
expediting consular processing,
241-242
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I

Ibrahim v. DHS (N.D. Cal. 2014), 22

Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant
Responsibility Act of
1996, 361

Immigrant intent
DV lottery entry, 305-306
B-1 and B-2 visas, 143
E-1 and E-2 visas, 159
INA §214(b) denials, 297-298
nonimmigrant visas, 18—19, 75—
76
TCN processing, 227

Immigrant visas, 30—69
affidavit of support, 43—45. See
also Affidavit of Support
annotations, visa, 332-333
application process, 40-57
appointment packet and visa
interview, 50-51
case number assignment, 38
case process, 38—40
criminal convictions, 6263
entry into U.S., 66
fraud or misrepresentation,
63
interview preparation for,
56-57
issuance of visa, 57-58
medical examination, 47-50
supporting documents, 41—
47
visa interview, 51-52
consular decisions, doctrine of
nonreviewability, 67-69
consular petition returns to
USCIS, 58-59
delays, 288
drug or alcohol abuse, 4849
DS-260 applications. See DS-260
immigrant visa
applications
eligibility, 32-37

admissibility, 36-37
numerical and priority dates,
33-36
visa categories, 32-33
expediting consular cases. See
Expediting consular cases
general practice pointers for
family-based cases, 54—56
inadmissibility, waivers of, 62—65
fraud or misrepresentation,
63-64
unlawful presence, 63—64
waiver processing, 64—65
INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions. See
INTERPOL
interview date and interview
instructions, 50-51
jurisdiction, 51-56
case transfers between posts,
53
client preparation, 56-57
family-based cases, general
practice pointers
for, 54-56
Form I-130 relative petitions,
processing, 53—
54
home country processing, 52
third country processing, 52—
53
National Visa Center (NVC). See
National Visa Center
numerical and priority dates, 33—

36
Buy American and Hire
American
(BAHA),
rescinded in
2021, 51

following-to-join cases, 51
photographs, 43
physical or medical disorders, 49
postapproval processing
annotations, 332-333
attorney responsibilities, 334
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cancel other visas, 330
children born after IV
issuance, 334
client legwork, 331-333
confirmation of personal
details, 327
confirm passport validity,
328-330
duplicate or expired IVs,
334-335
immigrant visa application
materials, 327—
328
internal consular processing,
326-331
required notices and
handouts, 330—
331
USCIS fees, SSNs, and
Selective
Service, 333
validity period of passport,
330
validity period of visa, 332
visa errors, 335-338
refusals, 59-60
revocation and termination of
registration, 66
Selective Service registration
requirements, 333
Social Security number,
application for, 333
supporting documents, 41-47
termination of registration, 66
third country processing, 52—-53
USCIS fees, 333
visa errors, 335-338
errors with legal
implications,
336338
other considerations, 338
simple typographical errors,
336
visa refusal, administrative
processing, 6061
waiver of inadmissibility, 62—65

385

Implementing Immediate Heightened
Screening and Vetting of
Visa Applicants (cable
2017), 137

INA §214(b) denials, 295-316
explanation for denials, 299-311
general factors, 299-300
individual circumstances and
profiling, 301
specific denial rationales,
302-311
interviews, problems at, 301
practice advice, 311-316
dealing with denial, 313-316
first-time applicant, 312-313

INA §221(g) refusals
E-1 and E-2 visas, 169-170
review at consular post, 60—61

Inadmissibility, 209-218
adverse criminal and misconduct
findings, combating, 210—
212
client questioning and
investigation for, 210-212
controlled substance violations,
210,212
criminal convictions. See
Criminal convictions
drug and alcohol abuse
medical determination, 48—
49
role of surgeon or panel
physician in
establishing,
215217
Form 1-601, filing, 218
fraud or misrepresentation,
waiver for, 63—-64
grounds under, 209
HIV, no longer ground for, 47
immigrant visas, waiver, 62—65
INA §212, grounds under, 209
investigating the case, 209
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marriage fraud determinations
and avoiding I-130
revocation, 213-214

NIV, waivers for, 25-27

nonimmigrant visas interviews,
preparation for, 251-252

tattoos, examination of, 50, 190,
215,216

3-year, 10-year, and permanent
bars, 61-62, 217-218

TRIG cases, 266

unlawful presence, 63—64, 211,
217-218

waivers. See Waivers

India
birth documents for, 47
cross-chargeability, 34-35
H-1B visas
Application of, 30
AP delays, 268
TAL and visa issuance, 20

Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000,
362

International Marriage Broker
Regulation Act of 2005
(IMBRA), 188-189

International Prisoner Transfer
Program (IPTP), 364

INTERPOL, 279-294
Control of Interpol’s Files (CCF),
282, 285-286, 290-291
Red Notices and diffusions, 279,
282-287
challenging through
CCF/INTERPOL
,290-291
client preparation, 287-290
colored notices, system of,
283-284
consular officers and, 287—
290
Notices and Diffusions Task
Force (NDTF),
283, 285-287

State Department, curbing
INTERPOL abuse, 292—
293

understanding, 280282

Interpreter Releases (Thomson
Reuters), 5

Interviews
E-1 and E-2 visas, 170
expedited in emergency
circumstances, 14
immigrant visas, 50-51
client preparation, 5657
Interview Waiver Program (IWP).
See Interview Waiver
Program
K-1 visas, 186
L-1 visas, 191-192
mock interviews, 4, 17-18, 56—
57,254-255, 312
nonimmigrant visas and waivers,
8,249-260
application documents, 14
15-16, 252-253
communication with
consular officers
and embassy
personnel, 257
consular interview,
preparation for,
253-256
consular posts and
embassies,
nuances and
requirements of,
257
criminal history, 249-251
denials, 256
electronic application, 14—
16, 257-258
Form DS-160, 14-16, 257—
258
inadmissibility, 29-32, 251—
252
initial consultation, 249-251
local counsel assistance, 254
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nuances and requirements of
various consular
posts and
embassies, 257
preparation for, 249-260
scheduling, 258
third country visa
processing, 52—
53,259
waiver, 8, 13—-14, 191-192
practice tips for successful NIV
applications, 16-18
VWP, 7-9
waivers, 13, 258-259

Interview Waiver Program (IWP)
eligibility, 302
expedited requests, 244, 247

Iran

automatic visa revalidation,
unavailability of, 10

COVID-19 pandemic travel ban
litigation, 68

J-1 visas, 267

military record, 4243

nonimmigrant visas, extreme
vetting, 20-21

refused visas, 23

security clearances and Security
Advisory Opinions
(SAOs), 20-21, 52

travelers from VWP countries,
effect of travel to, 8-9

travel ban, 20

waiver processing, 2627

Iraq
Special Immigrant Visa (SIV).
See Afghan and Iraqi
Special Immigrant Visa
travelers from VWP countries,
effect of travel to, 8-9,
126, 127

387

J-1 visas
See also Students
admission into United States, 180
documents required
Canadians and foreign
nationals with
visas, 193
DS-2019, 10, 17, 18, 176,
177
DV Lottery entry, 305-306
FAM, 176-177, 178
financial ability, evidence of,
177
nonimmigrant intent,
evidence of, 18—
19, 178
preloading, 271-272
Iranian students, 267
security checks, 267-268, 271
SEVIS
fee, 178-179
record, 175
sponsor, 177
Visa Mantis, 265

J-2 dependents, 175, 180

James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2023, 172,
173

Jurisdiction
immigrant visas, 51-56
case transfers between posts,
53
home country processing, 52

third country processing, 52—
53
nonimmigrant visas, 11
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Justice Department
INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions, 281, 283, 288,
292-293
National Central Bureau, 281

K

K-1 visas, 183-190
Adam Walsh Child Protection
and Safety Act of 2006,
189-200
children of applicant, 183—184
consular petition return, 58
consular post, getting to know,
185-186
get-acquainted trips, 310
as immigrant visa, 185
International Marriage Broker
Regulation Act of 2005
(IMBRA), 188—-189
interview process, 186
medical examination, 190
NVC, 81, 88
other factors, 190
potential issues, 187—-188
credibility, 187
previous immigration
history, 187—-188
presumption of immigrant intent,
inapplicable, 18
safety of applicants in home
country, change of venue,
233
tattoo screening, 190
third country national (TCN)
processing, 234
validity period of I-129F
approval, 184
waivers under INA §212(d)(3)
and, 188

K-2 visas
credibility, 187
dependents of K-1 applicants,
183-184
as immigrant visa, 185
presumption of immigrant intent,
inapplicable, 18

K-3 visas, 183
IMBRA and, 189
NVC, 37, 81, 88
presumption of immigrant intent,
inapplicable, 18

K-4 visas, 183

Karimova v. Abate, No. 23-5178
(D.C. Cir. July 24, 2024),
262,273,274, 275, 276,
277

KCC. See Kentucky Consular
Center

Kentucky Consular Center (KCC)
background, 82, 93
Diversity Visa Immigrant
Program (DV lottery), 93—
95
petitions returned by post, 95

Kerry v. Din (U.S. 2015), 22, 60, 68

Kinsley v. Blinken (D.D.C. Apr. 7,
2021), 68

L

L-1 blanket petitions
annotation on, 194
fees, 16
specialized knowledge and
managerial requirement,
193

L-1 visas, 191-194
cover letter, 313
fees, 16
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immigrant intent not applicable,
18, 19
post-visa issuance issues, 194
prior to visa application
submission issues, 192—
193
reciprocity, 192—-193
specialized knowledge and
managerial
requirement, 193
wait times, 191-192
interview waiver, 191-192
statistics for FY 2024, 191

L-2 visas
immigrant intent not applicable,
18, 19
visa statistics for FY 2024, 191

Laos
INA §214(b) refusal rate, 299

Law enforcement
nonimmigrant waivers
under INA §212(d)(3),
223

Lawful permanent resident (LPR)
postapproval processing, 326—335
returning after extended stay

abroad, 341-343

LegalNet

advisory opinions, 42, 59, 256

appeal INTERPOL “hit” denial,
290

case-specific questions, 290

delays in processing of returned
petitions, 58

difficulties with adjudicating
officer, 184

INA §214(b) denial, 75, 311, 315

inquiries, 273

SAO, 20

termination of IV registration, 66

LGBTQ+ applicants
safety of IV applicants in home
country, change of venue,
233

389

LPR. See Lawful permanent
resident

M

M-1 visas, 175
admission into United States, 180
documents required, 177
Canadians and foreign
nationals with

visas, 177

FAM, 176

financial ability, evidence of,
177

Form 1-20, 177, 179
nonimmigrant intent,
evidence of, 178

SEVIS
fee, 178-179
record, 175

sponsor, 177
when to apply for visa, 179—-180

M-2 dependents, 175, 179, 180

Machine Readable Visa (MRYV) fee
payments, 11, 16, 254

Mandamus actions
backlog of cases and, 6
expedited requests and, 288
visa delay processing, 52
unreasonable delay litigation,
272-276
competing priorities (Trac
Factor 4), 274—
275
consular nonreviewability,
275-276
FOIA considerations, 276
Karimova v. Abate, No. 23-
5178 (D.C. Cir.
July 24, 2024),
273,274
TRAC Factors and
“reasonable
timelines”
venue, 275
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Marriage
See also K-1 visas
fraud determinations, avoiding I-
130 revocation, 213-214
immigrant visas, 43

Marshall Islands
e-Safe system, use by
nonimmigrant citizen
applicants, 221

Medical examination

gonorrhea testing, 49

HIV, no longer ground for
inadmissibility, 47

immigrant visas, 47-50

K-1 visas, 190

vaccination requirements, 47, 48,
185

Mexico

automatic revalidation provision
of 22 CFR §42.112(d), 10

B-1 visas under USMCA, 136—
137

cross-chargeability, 34

third country national (TCN)
processing, 231

U.S. citizen birth abroad, filing
consular report, 355

Military service
See also U.S. military
Form DS-260, 87
immigrant visa documentation, 45
Iranian applicants, visa
restrictions, 4243
VWP, 127

Ministers of religion
See also Religious workers
FAM guidance on, 297

Minors. See Children

Misrepresentation or fraud
waiver of inadmissibility, 63

“Muslim Ban,” 5-6, 71, 77

N

Nannies, visas for, 21

National Central Bureau (NCB),
281, 282-285

National Crime Information Center
(NCIC), 288
clearance by, 288
Visas Hawk, 265

National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2014, 2

National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2014, 2

National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2022, 292

National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023,
172, 173

National security
DV program suspension, 93
nonimmigrant waivers under INA
§212(d)(3), 223

National Vetting Enterprise (NVE)
program, 269-270

National Visa Center (NVC), 3740,
81-92
Affidavit of Support, 91
age-out cases, 91-92
background, 81-82
backlog in queue for interview
scheduling, 6
contacting NVC, 89-90
copies of documents, 41
criminal records, 210
derivative immigrant visa
applications, 51, 236-238
family-based consular processing,
51, 81-82, 236238
immigrant visas, 3740
expediting, 245-246
lost in transit files, 92
nonimmigrant visas, 88
packet control, 89
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petitions
returned by post, 95
transferred to, 39
post closures and unavailability,
232
Problem Resolution Unit, 88—89
processing and procedures, 83—87
case number assignment, 82—
89
document processing, 83—87,
fee bills, 83
Form DS-260, 83, 84
mailing documents, 85
petitions, initial sorting of,
82
Public Inquiry Form, 83, 86, 89—
90, 92, 236
safety of applicants in home
country, change of venue,
233
security advisory opinions
(SAOs), 88
tips for attorney working with, 92
visa number assignment, 87—88

NCIC. See National Crime

Information Center

Nonimmigrant visas, 7-30

See also specific visa types and
countries
application procedures, 13—16
application and interview,
14-18
MRV fee payments, 11, 16,
254
practice tips for successful
applications, 16—
18
presumption of immigrant
intent, 18-19
security clearance, 18-22
automatic visa revalidation, 9—10
consular petition returns to
USCIS, 58-59
delays, 288
denials, 256

391

derivative visas. See Family-
based consular processing;
specific visas
documentation, 252-253
DS-160 applications. See DS-160
nonimmigrant visa
application
ESTA program, 8
expediting consular cases. See
Expediting consular cases
immigrant intent, presumption of,
18-19
INA §214(b) denials. See INA
§214(b) visa denials
INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions. See
INTERPOL
interviews and waivers
application documents, 14—
16, 249-260
communication with
consular officers
and embassy
personnel, 257
criminal history, 249-251
denials, 256
inadmissibility, 35-37, 251—
252
initial consultation, 249-251
nuances and requirements of
consular posts
and embassies,
257
preparation for, 14-16, 249—
260
scheduling, 13-14, 258
third country visa
processing, 11,
227-231 See
also Third
country national
(TCN)
processing
exceptions, 229—
230
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Mexico and
Canada, 231

jurisdiction, 11
ministers of religion, 36, 133, 297
National Visa Center (NVC), 88.
See also National Visa
Center
NIV appointment system, 242—
243,259
overcoming barriers to success in
NIV processing, 18-22
postapproval processing, 317-318
annotations, 322323
attorney responsibilities,
323-324
bonds, 325
DS-232, 325
internal consular processing,
317-318
passport restrictions on U.S.
travel, 325
single-and multiple-entry
visas, 322
validity period of passport,
319-320, 323-
324
valid passports, 318-319
visa errors, 335-338
refusals, 256
religious workers, 36, 133, 297
representation at consular posts,
11-13
revocation, 27-30
students. See specific visas
visa errors, 335-338
errors with legal
implications,
336338
other considerations, 338
simple typographical errors,
336
Visa Waiver Program (VWP), 7—
9. See also Visa Waiver
Program

waiver under INA §212(d)(3),
22-23,219-226

Nonreviewability of decisions
consular review, 67—-69

North Korea
automatic visa revalidation,
unavailability of, 10
Security Advisory Opinions
(SAOs), 6
T-4 countries, 20

Notarial services at consular posts,
361-363

“No-Visa” policy, 68

Numerical and priority dates
immigrant visas, 33-36

NVC. See National Visa Center

NVE (National Vetting Enterprise)
program, 269270

Q)

Office of the Legal Adviser for
Consular Affairs (L/CA)
appeal to, 290
INTERPOL hit review, 290

P

P visas
numerous, long-term visits to
United States, 303

Pakistan
birth documents for, 47
initial country jurisdiction for IV,
retaining, 53

Palau
e-Safe system, use by
nonimmigrant citizen
applicants, 221
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Paperless visa processing. See
specific visas electronic
applications

Passports
applying for U.S. passport
abroad, 347-350

Canada, applying for U.S. abroad,

349-350
emergency passports, 352—-353
immigrant visas, 328—-330
nonimmigrant visas
DS-232, 325
restrictions on U.S. travel,
325
validity period of passport,
319-320, 323—
324
U.S. Citizens, renewal abroad
when issues or problems,
352-353
VWP, biometric technologies
and, 127

Permanent bars
unlawful presence, 217-218

Persian Gulf countries
birth documents from, 41-42

Petition Information Management
Service (PIMS), 256

Philippines
birth in, citizenship, 41
cross-changeability, 34-35
high-fraud post, 59

Photographs
immigrant visas, 43
“real and operating” requirement
E-2 visas, 158
tattoos, 216

Physical presence and residence
requirements
birth abroad, filing consular
report, 354, 355
home-country processing, 52
immigrant visas, 52—53

393

Physicians
drug and alcohol abuse,
establishing
inadmissibility for, 215—
217

PIMS (Petition Information
Management Service),
256

Portugal
E-1 and E-2 visas, 172

Postapproval processing, 317-318
immigrant visas, 326335
annotations, 332-333
attorney responsibilities,
323-324, 334
cancellation of other visas,
330
children born after iv
issuance, 334
client legwork, 331-333
confirmation of passport
validity, 328—
330
confirmation of personal
details, 327
duplicate or expired IVs,
334-335
executive order 14168, 335
immigrant visa application
materials, 327—
328
internal consular processing,
326-331
passport return, 331
required notices and
handouts, 330—

331

return, 331

USCIS fees, SSNs, and
Selective
Service, 333

validity period of passport,
330

validity period of visa, 332
nonimmigrant visas, 317-334
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annotations, 322-323
attorney responsibilities,

323-324
bonds, 325
client legwork, 320-321
DS-232, 325

duration of status, 326
executive order 14168, 325—
326
internal consular processing,
317-318

multiple valid visas, 320

passport restrictions on U.S.
travel, 325

single-and

multiple-entry
visas, 322

validity period of passport,
319-320, 323—
324

validity period of visa, 321

visa errors, 335-338

errors with legal
implications,
336-338

other considerations, 338

simple typographical errors,
336

Pregnant women, travel to U.S. for
birth, 308-309

Presidential Proclamation 9645
(2021), 5,

Presidential Proclamation 10141
(2021), 6, 137

Presidential Proclamation 10949
(2025), 6, 78,79

Presidential Proclamation 10973
(2025), 78

Presidential Proclamation 10998
(2025), 7, 78, 192

Priority dates
immigrant visas, 33-36

Problem Resolution Unit

National Visa Center (NVC), 88—
89

Public interest
nonimmigrant waivers under INA
§212(d)(3), 223

R

R visas
See Religious workers

“Reason to believe”
B-1 visas, 131
inadmissibility grounds of, 23,
216
pending or previously denied
immigrant petition, 305
waiver request, 224

Records
See also Freedom of Information
Act
entry/exit records, 46, 212, 218
immigration record creation, 318
student visas, 175

Red Notices and diffusions. See
INTERPOL

Reed Amendment, 361

Refusals,

immigrant visas, 59-60

INA §214(b). See INA §214(b)
visa denials

INA §221(g) refusals, 6061,
169-170

LegalNet inquiry, 273

multiple, preloading and, 271—
272

Religious workers
See also R visas
ministers, 36, 133, 297

Removal proceedings
SEVIS fee, failure to pay, 178—
179
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Renewal applications, processing in
Washington, D.C., 26

Reproductive technology (ART)
and/or surrogacy
abroad, birth citizenship,
354-355

Restoring Faith in Our Legal
Immigration Systems
and Strengthening
Integration and
Inclusion Efforts for New
Americans (Executive
Order 2021), 6

Returned petitions
consular petitions to USCIS, 58—
59
NVC and KCC, 95

Revalidation
automatic revalidation for NIVs,
9-10

Revocation
immigrant visas, 66
nonimmigrant visas, 27-30
prudential, 28-29

Right to counsel
access to counsel, 2—4

Russia
Visas Eagle, 265

S

SAOs. See Security Advisory
Opinions

Saudi Arabia
birth documents from, 41-42

Security Advisory Opinions (SAOs),
264-265
See also specific visa programs
administrative processing, 60
challenges with visa programs,
265-266

395

National Visa Center (NVC), 88
security clearances, 19-22

T-4 countries, 19-21

visa vetting programs, 263-266

Security checks

challenges with visa programs,
265-266

database “HIT,” 263

extreme vetting and Form DS-
5535, 138, 266268

National Vetting Enterprise
program, 269—
270

government databases. See
specific databases

INTERPOL, 279-294

legal advisory opinions, 264. See
also Advisory opinions
from Visa Office

SAQOs, 264-265. See also
Security Advisory
Opinions; specific visas
programs

Technology Alert List (TAL),
264. See also TAL

Selective Service
immigrant visas, registration
requirements, 333
relinquishing U.S. citizenship,
361

SEVIS (Student and Exchange

Visitor Information
System)

F, M, or J visas, 175, 177-180

fees, 16, 178—179

Form I-515A, 178

Form [-901, 178-179

removal, failure to pay, 178-179

Sexual orientation, choice of
consular post. See
LGBTQ+ applicants

SIV. See Afghan and Iraqi Special
Immigrant Visa
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SI visas. See Special Immigrant
Visas

Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program (STEP), 409

Social media

DS-160, 114

DS-260, 100, 101

ESTA form, 128-129

Form DS-5535. See Extreme
vetting; Form DS-5535

K-1/K-2 visa process, 186

L-1 visa applications, 192, 193

marriage investigations, 214

NIV, 230, 255, 258

review of client’s, 193, 255, 258

Social Security number (SSN)
immigrant visas, application for,
333

Soft refusal, 8

Somalia
administrative processing,
preparation for, 270

South Africa
COVID-19 pandemic travel ban
litigation, 68

Soviet Union
organized crime, Visas Shark and
Visas EEL, 265

Special Immigrant Visas (SQ or SI)
NVC processing for, 78
right to counsel at interviews, 2

Spouses and dependents
See also Children; Family-based
consular processing
proof of biological
relationships,
submission of
results, 121
U.S. citizen father, proof of
paternity, 354
of E-1 and E-2 visa holders, 166

F-2 dependents, 175, 179, 180,
307

former spouses and follow-to-
join, 237

K-1 visas. See K-1 visas

K-2 visas, 183-184

marriage. See Marriage

SQ visas. See Special Immigrant
Visas

State Department (DOS)
automatic revalidation provision
of 22 CFR §42.112(d), 9—
10
cables, 2
Global Support Strategy (GSS),
242-243
immigration record creation, 318
INA §214(b) denial letter, 298—
299
INTERPOL Red Notices and
diffusions, 279, 284-285,
292-293
list of embassies and consular
posts, processing status,
232
nonimmigrant visas, 227-231
third country national (TCN)
processing, 227—
231
waivers under INA
§212(d)(3),
review of, 224
right to counsel and, 23
student (F and M visa) updates,
180
websites, 4, 349

Students
See also F-1 visas; J-1 visas; M-1
visas
FAM, 176-177
INA §214(b) denials, 295-316
knowledge of English, 176, 304
SEVIS fee, 16, 178179
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Sudan
“Muslim Ban”, 5
travelers from VWP countries,
effect of travel to, 8

Supervisory review
administrative processing, 263
INTERPOL Red Notice and

diffusions, 290
visa denial, 11-12, 290

Supporting documents
birth documents, 41-42
E-1 treaty traders
activities as trade, 160-161
intent to depart, 158-159
nationality, 159-160
percentage of trade, 163
substantial trade, 162163
E-2 treaty investors
“develop and direct”
requirement,
148-149
intent to depart, 158159
marginality, 155-156
nationality, 147-148
real and operating, 157158
source of funds, 154-155
substantial investment, 149—
154
F, M, or J visas, 175-178
foreign documents for use in
consular processing, 119—
123
alternatives, 120121
civil documents by country,
119-120
requesting documents, 122—
123
translation, 39, 46, 123
validity period of document,
123
immigrant visas, 4147
nonimmigrant visas, application
documents, 14-16, 252—
253
police certificates, 42

397

translation of, 39, 46, 123
unobtainable, 4647
USCIS and EOIR proceedings, 46

Surrogacy abroad, birth citizenship,
354-355

Syria
automatic visa revalidation,
unavailability of, 10
Security Advisory Opinions
(SAOs), 6

travelers from VWP countries,
effect of travel to, 8

T

T-4 countries
Security Advisory Opinions
(SAOs), 19-21
security clearances, 19-21

TAL (Technology Alert List)
visa application process, 20
preloading, 271-272
Visas Mantis, 265
visa vetting program, 264

Tattoos, examination of, 50, 190,
215,216

Taxation, renunciation of U.S.
citizenship to avoid, 361

Technology Alert List. See TAL

TECS
INTERPOL lookouts, 288

Ten-year bars
immigrant visas, 61-62
unlawful presence, 217-218

Termination of immigrant visas, 66

Terrorism
T-4 countries, 19-21
visa restrictions for citizens and
nationals of state sponsors
of terrorism, 10
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Visas Condor, 265
visa vetting programs, 263

Third country national (TCN)
processing
immigrant visas, 52, 53
elective change of venue,
233-234
post closures and
unavailability,
232-233
Mexico and Canada
nonimmigrant visas, 231
nonimmigrant visas, 227-231
changing posts for, 231
exceptions for, 229-230
Three-year bars
immigrant visas, 61-62, 217-218

Transnational Repression
Accountability and
Prevention Act of 2022
(TRAP), 292, 293

Travel bans
as inadmissibility, 209
B-1 visitors, 137-138, 139
Ban 4.0 and its progeny, impact
on consular processing, 5—
7
consular processing v. adjustment
of status, 30-31
COVID-19 pandemic travel ban
litigation, 68
impact on consular processing, 5—
7
Iran, 20
L-1 visas, 192
students, 295
Trump Administration, 57
visa services, 71
restrictions on entry, 7779

Traveler Redress Inquiry Program
(TRIP), 273

TRIG (Terrorism-Related
Inadmissibility Grounds)
cases, 266

TRIP (Traveler Redress Inquiry
Program), 273

Trump Administration and,
affidavit of support, 91
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