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A. STATUTORY NUMBERS 

United States Department of State 
Bureau o f Consular Affairs 

VISA BULLETIN 

I MMIGRANT NUMBERS FOR OCTOBER 2017 
Washingto n , D .C. 

This bul letin summar i ze s the avai labi lity o f immigrant numbe r s during Octobe r f o r: 
"Final Action Dates " and "Dates for Filing Applications," i ndicating when immigrant 
v i sa appl i cant s should be notified to assemble and submit required documentation t o 
t he Nat i onal Vi sa Center. 

Unless o t he r wi se i ndicated on the U. S . Citizenship and I mmi g r at i on Ser v i ces (USCIS) 
websi te at www . usc i s . gov/vi sabul letinin f o , ind i viduals seeking to fi le applications 
for adjustment of stat us wi th USCIS in the Department o f Home land Security must use 
t he "Final Action Dates " charts bel ow f o r determin i ng when they can file such 
applications. When USCIS determines t hat there are more immi g ran t v i sas available 
for t he fiscal year t han there are known appl i cant s for such v i sas , users wi l l 
s tate on i ts webs i te that applicants may i ns tead use the "Dates f o r Fi ling Vi sa 
Applications" char ts i n t h i s Bu l letin . 

1 . Procedures f o r determin i ng dates . Consular o fficer s are required t o report to 
t he Department of State documentarily qua lified applicants f o r nume r ical ly l imi ted 
v i sas ; USCIS repor ts appl i cant s for adjustment of stat us . Allocations i n t he charts 
bel ow were made, t o t he extent poss i b le, i n chronol ogi cal o r der o f reported 
p riority dates , for demand recei ved by September 11th . If not a ll demand coul d be 
sati s fied , the categor y o r f o reign s t ate i n whi ch demand was excessive was deemed 
ove r subscribed . The final action date f o r an over subscri bed category i s t he 
p riority date o f the firs t applicant who could no t be reached wi thi n t he numerical 
l imits . I f it becomes necessar y during the monthly allocation p r ocess to re t r ogress 
a fina l action date, supplemental reques t s f o r numbe r s wi ll be honored onl y i f the 
p riority date fa l l s wi thin the new f inal action date announced i n this bulletin . I f 
at any time an annual limi t were reached, i t would be necessar y t o i mmediately make 
t he p reference categor y "unavailable", and no f urther reques t s f o r numbe r s wou l d be 
honored . 

2 . Secti on 2 01 of the I mmi g ration and Nationality Act ( I NA) sets an annual 
mi n i mum family- sponsored preference l imit o f 226 , 000 . The worldwide level f o r 
annual employment- based p reference i mmi g r ants i s at least 14 0 , 00 0 . Section 202 
p re scribes that t he per- country l imit f o r p reference immigrant s is set at 7% o f t he 
t otal annual fami l y - sponsored and employment- based preference limi t s , i . e., 25 , 62 0 . 
The dependent area l imi t i s set at 2% , o r 7,320 . 

3 . INA Section 203(e) p r ovi des t hat fami l y - sponsored and employment - based 
p reference visas be issued to eligible i mmi g r ants i n the order in which a peti t i on 
in behalf o f each has been f i led . Section 203(d) provi des tha t spouses and 
child ren o f p reference i mmi g r ants are entitled to the same s t atus , and the same 
o r de r o f cons i de r at i on , i f accompanying o r f o llowi ng t o joi n the p rinc i pal . The 
v i sa pror ating p r ovi s i ons o f Section 202(e) apply to a llocations f o r a f o reign 
s tate o r dependen t area when v i sa demand exceeds the pe r - country l imit . These 
p r ovisi ons apply at p re sent t o the f o llowi ng over subscri bed char geabi lity areas : 
CHINA- mainland bor n , EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS , INDIA, MEXICO , PHILIPPINES. 
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4 . Section 203(a) o f the I NA p rescr ibes preference classes f or al l o t ment o f 
Fami ly- sponsored immigrant visas as f o llows : 

FAMILY- SPONSORED PREFERENCES 

First: (Fl ) Unma r r ied Sons and Daughters o f U. S . Citizens : 23 ,4 00 plus any 
numbers not required f o r f ourth p reference . 

Second: Spouses and Chi ldren , and Unmarried Sons and Daughter s o f Permanent 
Residents : 114 , 200 , p l us the numbe r (if any) by wh i ch the worldw i de f ami ly 
p reference level exceeds 226 , 000 , p l us any unused first p reference numbers : 

A . (F2A) Spouses and Children o f Permanent Res i dents : 77% o f the overall second 
p reference l imi tatio n, o f which 75% a re exempt from t he per- countr y l imi t ; 

B . (F2B ) Unma r r ied Sons and Daughters (21 yea r s o f age o r o l der) o f Permanen t 
Residents : 23% o f the overal l second p reference l i mitation . 

Third: (F3 ) Married Sons and Daughter s o f U. S . Ci t izens : 23 ,4 00 , plus any numbers 
not required by first and second preferences . 

Fourth: (F4 ) Bro thers and Sister s o f Adult U. S . Ci tizens : 65 , 000 , plus any 
numbers not required by first three p references . 

A. FINAL ACTION DATES FOR FAMILY- SPONSORED PREFERENCE CASES 

On the chart be l ow, t he l i sting o f a date f o r any c l ass indi cates tha t the c l ass 
is oversubscribed (see par agr aph 1) ; "C" means cur rent, i . e ., numbe r s a re 
authori zed f o r i ssuance t o a l l qualified appl i cants ; and "U" means unauthori zed, 
i . e ., numbe r s a re not aut ho r ized f o r i ssuance . (NOTE : Numbers are authorized f or 
issuance onl y f o r appl i cants whose prio r i t y date i s earlier than t he fina l action 
date l i s ted b elow . ) 

All Charge -
abil i ty Areas CHI NA-
Except Those ma i nland 

Family- Li s ted born I ND IA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Sponsored 

F1 22DEC10 22DEC10 22DEC10 0 1MAR9 6 0 1JAN07 

F2A 220CT15 220CT15 220CT15 150CT15 220CT15 

F2B 08NOV10 08NOV10 08NOV10 15JUL9 6 0 1JAN07 

F3 22JUL05 22JUL0 5 22JUL05 22APR95 22 FEB95 

F4 08MAY 04 08MAY0 4 0 10CT03 0 10CT97 0 1JUN9 4 

*NOTE: Fo r Oct ober, F2A numbers EXEMPT from per- countr y l imi t are authorized f or 
issuance t o app l icant s from al l countries with prio r i t y dates earl ier t han 
150CT15 . F2A numbe r s SUBJECT to pe r - count ry l i mit a re aut ho r ized f o r i ssuance to 
app l icant s chargeable to a ll count r ies EXCEPT MEX I CO wi th pri ori ty dates b e g inning 
150CT15 and earlier t han 220CT15. Al l F2A numbe r s p r ovi ded f o r MEXI CO a re exempt 
from t he pe r - count ry l i mit . 
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B. DATES FOR FILING FAMILY-SPONSORED VISA APPLICATIONS 

Th e chart be low reflects dates f o r f ili ng v i sa applicati o ns wi thin a timeframe 
justi f y ing i mmediate action in the applicati o n p r ocess . Applicants f o r i mmi g ran t 
v i sas who have a pr i o ri ty date earlier than t he applicati o n date in the chart bel ow 
may assembl e and submi t required docume n t s to the Department o f State ' s Nat i o nal 
Vi sa Ce n ter, f o l lowing rece i p t o f notificati o n from t he Nat i o nal Vi sa Center 
conta i n ing detai l ed instr uctions . The appl i catio n date f o r a n oversubscrib ed 
category i s t he p riority date o f the firs t applicant who cannot submi t 
documentati o n to the Nationa l Vi sa Center f o r a n immigrant visa . If a c ategor y i s 
designated "current,u al l appl i cants i n t he relevant category may fil e 
applications , regardl ess o f p riority date . 

The " Cu l i sting indi cates tha t the category is current, and t hat appl i c ations may 
b e f iled regar d less o f the applicant ' s prio r i t y date . The l i s ting o f a date f o r any 
category i ndicates that o n l y appl i c ants wi th a prio rity date whi ch i s earlier than 
t he l i sted date ma y fi l e the i r applicati o n . 

Vi s it www . usc i s . g ov/vi sabulleti nin f o f o r i n f o rmation on whether USCI S has 
determi n e d that t h i s chart can be used (in l ieu o f the chart i n paragraph 4 . A . ) 
t h i s mont h f o r f ili ng appl i catio ns f o r a d j us t me n t o f stat us wi th users . 

Family- All Chargeability CHINA-

Sponsored Areas Except mainland INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 
Those Listed born 

Fl 01JAN12 01JAN12 01JAN12 01NOV96 010CT07 

F2A 01NOV16 01NOV16 01NOV16 01NOV16 01NOV16 

F2B OlSEPll OlSEPll OlSEPll 01JAN97 01SEP07 

F3 01DEC05 01DEC05 01DEC05 010CT95 15JUN95 

F4 15NOV04 15NOV04 22JUN04 08FEB98 01MAR95 

5 . Section 203(b) o f the I NA presc r ibes preference classes f o r a l l otment o f 
Emplo yment - based immigrant visas as f o llows : 

EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCES 

First: Pr i o rity Wo r kers : 28 . 6% o f t he wor l dwi de employment - base d pre f erenc e 
l eve l , plus any numbers not required f o r f ourth and fi f th pre f erenc es . 

Second: Members o f t he Pro f essio ns Ho l ding Advanced Degrees o r Perso ns o f 
Exceptio na l Abil i t y : 28 . 6% o f the worldw i de employment - based preference 
l eve l , plus any numbers not required by first pre f erenc e . 

Third: Skil l ed Worke r s , Pro fessiona ls , and Other Workers : 28 . 6% o f the wo r ldwi d e 
l eve l , plus any numbers not required by first a nd second preferences , not mo re 
t han 10 , 000 o f wh i ch t o " *Other Worke r s ". 

Fourth: Certai n Special Immigrant s : 7 . 1% o f the worldwide l eve l . 

Fifth: Emplo yment Creation : 7 . 1% o f the worldwide l eve l , no t less t han 3 , 000 o f 
whi ch reserved f o r inves t o rs i n a tar geted r u ral o r high- unemployment area , and 
3 , 000 se t asid e f o r invest o r s i n regional c enters by Sec . 61 0 o f Pub . L. 102 - 395 . 
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A. FINAL ACTION DATES FOR EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCE CASES 

On the chart bel ow, t he l i sting o f a date f o r any c l ass indi cates tha t the class 
is oversubscribed (see par agr aph 1) ; "C" means cur rent, i . e . , numbe r s a re 
authorized f o r i ssuance t o a l l qualified appl i c ants ; and "U" means unauthorized , 
i . e . , numbe r s a re not aut ho r ized f o r i ssuance . (NOTE : Numbers are authorized f or 
issuance onl y f o r appl i cants whose prio r i t y date i s earlier than t he fina l action 
date listed b elow . ) 

All Char ge­
abil i ty Areas 
Except Those 
Lis ted 

Employment­
Based 

1st 

2 nd 

3r d 

Other 
Wo r kers 

4th 

Certain 
Religious 
Wo r kers 

5 th 
Non- Reg i o nal 
Center 
(C5 and T5) 

5 th 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 
Reg i o nal Ce n ter 
( I5 and R5) 

CHINA­
mainland 
bor n 

c 

22MAY13 

01JAN14 

01JAN06 

c 

c 

22JUN14 

22JUN14 

EL SALVADOR 
GUATEMALA 
HONDURAS 

c 

c 

c 

c 

01NOV15 

01NOV15 

c 

c 

INDIA 

c 

15SEP08 

150CT06 

150CT06 

c 

c 

c 

c 

MEXICO PHILIPPINES 

c c 

c c 

c 01DEC1 5 

c 01DEC1 5 

01MAR16 c 

01MAR16 c 

c c 

c c 

*Employment Third Preferenc e Other Wo r kers Categor y : Section 203(e) o f the 
Ni c araguan and Central Amer i can Relief Act (NACARA) passed by Congress in November 
1997 , as amended by Section l(e) o f Pub . L . 105- 139, p r ovides that once the 
Emp l oyment Th i rd Preference Other Wor ke r (EW) cut - o ff date has reached the p r iority 
date o f t he latest EW peti t i o n approved p rio r to Novembe r 19 , 1997 , t he 10 , 000 EW 
numbers ava i lable f o r a fiscal year a re t o be reduced by up t o 5, 000 annually 
b e g inning i n the f o l lowing f iscal yea r . This reduct i o n i s to be made f o r as long as 
nec essary to o ffset adj us tments unde r the NACARA progr am . Si nce the EW cut - o ff date 
reached Nove mber 19 , 1997 during Fiscal Yea r 2001 , the reduction in the EW annua l 
l imit to 5 , 000 began i n Fiscal Year 2002 . 
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B. DATES FOR FILING OF EMPLOYMENT-BASED VISA APPLICATIONS 

The chart be low reflects dates f o r f ili ng v i sa applicatio ns wi thin a timeframe 
justi f y ing i mmediate action in the applicatio n process . Applicants f o r i mmi g r ant 
v i sas who have a pri ori ty date earlier than the applicatio n date in the chart may 
assemble and submi t required docume nts to the Department o f State ' s Nat i onal Visa 
Center, f o llowi ng receipt o f notifi catio n from the National Vi sa Ce nter containi ng 
detailed i nst r uct i ons . The applicatio n date f o r an oversubscribed c atego ry i s the 
p riority date o f the firs t applicant who cannot submit documentation t o the 
Nat i onal Vi sa Center f o r an immigran t v i sa . I f a category i s designated "current," 
all applicants in the re l evant categor y may file, regar d less o f prio r i t y date. 

The " C" l i sting indi cates tha t the category is current, and that appl i c ations may 
b e f iled regar d less o f the applicant's prio r i t y date. The listing o f a date f o r any 
category i ndicates that only appl i c ants wi th a prio r i t y date wh i ch i s earlier than 
the l i sted date ma y file the i r applicatio n . 

Vi s it www . usc i s . gov/vi sabulletininfo f o r i n f o rmation on whether USCI S has 
determi ne d that this chart can be used (in l ieu o f the chart i n paragraph 5 . A . ) 
this month f o r f ili ng applicatio ns f o r a d j ustment o f status wi th users . 

IAn Charge-
~bility Areas CHINA - ELSALVADOR 

Employment- Except Those mainland GUATEMALA 
I 

Based Listed born HONDURAS INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES 

1st c c c c c c 
2nd c 15NOV13 c 08FEB09 c c 
3rd c 01SEP 15 c 01JAN08 c 01AUG16 

Other Workers c 01JUN08 c 01JAN08 c 01AUG16 

4th c c 15APR 16 c c c 
Certain Religious c c 15APR 16 c c c 
Workers 

5th Non-Regional c 010CT14 c c c c 
Center (CS and TS) 

5th Regional Center c 010CT14 c c c c 
(IS and RS) 

6 . The Department o f State has a reco rded message wi th the cut- o ff date 
in f o r mation f o r Final Applicatio n Action wh i ch can be heard at : (202) 485 - 7 699 . 
This recor d ing i s updated on o r about the tenth o f each month with info r mat i o n o n 
fina l action dates f o r the f o llowi ng month . 
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B . DIVERSITY I MM I GRANT (DV) CATEGORY FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

Section 203(c) o f the I NA p r ovi des up to 55 , 000 immi g r ant v i sas each fi scal yea r 
t o permit add i t i o nal immigration oppor tuni t ies f o r pe r sons from countries with l ow 
admi ssi o ns during the p rev i ous f ive yea r s . The NACARA stipul a tes that begi nning 
wi th DV- 99 , and f or as l o ng as necessary, up t o 5 , 000 o f the 55 , 000 annual l y ­
al l ocate d d i versi t y v i sas wi l l be mad e available f o r use unde r the NACARA p r ogra m. 
This resulted in reduction of the DV-2018 annual limit to 50 ,000. DV v i sas a re 
d i v i d ed among s i x g e ographic regions . No one count ry can rece i ve more than seven 
percent o f the available d i ve r s ity visas i n any o ne year. 

For October, immigrant numbers in the DV categor y a re ava ilab le t o qualified 
DV- 2018 app l icant s chargeable to a ll regions/elig ible countries as f o llows . When 
an a l l ocatio n cut - o ff numbe r i s shown , visas are available o nly f or app l icant s 
wi th DV reg i o nal l ottery r ank numbe r s BELOW t he speci fied a l location cut - o ff 
number : 

Reg i on 

Al l DV Char geability 
Areas Except Those 
Listed Separately 

AFRICA 

ASIA 

EUROPE 

NORTH AMERICA 
(BAHAMAS) 

OCEANIA 

SOUTH AMERICA, 
and the CARIBBEAN 

8 , 500 

1, 200 

2 , 600 

2 

18 5 

190 

Except : Egypt 2 , 350 
Et h i opi a 2 ,1 00 

Except : Iran 750 
Nepa l 750 
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En t itlement t o i mmi g r ant stat us in the DV c ategor y lasts only thr ough the e nd 
o f the f iscal (visa) year f o r which t he applican t i s selected i n the l ottery . The 
year o f entitlement f o r all applican t s reg i s tered f o r the DV- 20 18 program ends as 
o f Septembe r 30 , 20 1 8 . DV v i sas may not b e i ssued to DV- 2018 applican t s after that 
date. Si milarly , spouses and chi ldren accompanying o r f ol l owing to j oin DV- 2018 
p rincipals are o nly entitled t o derivative DV stat us unt i l Septemb er 30 , 20 18 . DV 
v i sa avai labi lity thr ough the ve r y end o f FY- 20 1 8 cannot b e taken f o r granted . 
Numbers coul d be exhausted prio r t o September 30 . 

C . THE DIVERS ITY (DV) I MM I GRANT CATEGORY RANK CUT- OFFS WHICH WILL APPLY 
I N NOVEMBER 

Fo r Nove mber, i mmi g ran t numbers in the DV c ategor y are available t o qualified 
DV- 2018 applican t s chargeable to a ll regions/eligible countries as f o llows . When 
an a l l ocatio n cut - o ff numbe r i s shown , visas are avai lable o nly f o r applican t s 
wi th DV reg i o nal l ottery rank numbe r s BELOW t he speci fied al location cut - o ff 
number : 

Reg i on 

Al l DV Chargeab ility 
Areas Except Those 
Listed Separately 

AFRICA 

ASIA 

EUROPE 

NORTH AMERICA 
(BAHAMAS) 

OCEANIA 

SOUTH AMERICA, 
and the CARI BBEAN 

8 , 600 

1,750 

4,500 

3 

315 

325 

Except : Egypt 4,4 00 
Ethiopia 4,7 00 

Except : Iran 1 ,45 0 
Nepal 1 ,4 00 
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D. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT (SI) TRANSLATOR CATEGORY VI SA AVAILABILITY 

Gi ven the limi ted availability of v i sa numbe r s and the existing demand, t he 
Department expects to reach t he FY- 2018 annual l imi t o f 50 Special I mmi g r ant Vi sas 
in the SI categor y early i n t he Fiscal Year . As a result, it has been necessary t o 
establish an Octobe r Final Action Date of April 1, 2010 . I t is l ike ly tha t numbe r 
use will requ ire the S I category t o become "unavailableu i n t he coming 
months . Once the annual limit of 50 v i sas i s reached, f u r the r i ssuances i n t he S I 
category wil l not be poss ible until October 2018 , under t he FY- 2019 annual 
l imit . The SQ Special I mmi g r ant Vi sa categor y f o r cer tain Iraqi and Afghan 
nationals employed by o r on behal f of the U. S . gove rnment i n Iraq o r Afghanistan i s 
not affected and remains current . 

E . EXTENS I ON OF TWO EMPLOYMENT VI SA CATEGORI ES 

HR 601 - Continuing Appropriations Act, 2018 and Supplemental Appropriations f o r 
Disaster Relief Requirements Act, 2017 extended both the Employment Fourth 
Preference Cer tain Rel i gious Wo r kers (SR) and Employment Fifth Preference Pi lot ( I5 
and R5) Categories until December 8 , 2017 . 
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F . VI SA AVAILABILITY I N THE COMING MONTHS 

FAMI LY- sponsored categor ies (potent i al mo nthly movement) 

Wor l dwi de dates : 

Fl: Up t o sever a l months 
F2A : Up t o o ne mont h 
F2B : Up t o o ne mont h 
F3: Three o r f our weeks 
F4: Two o r t h ree weeks 

EMPLOYMENT- based categor ies (potent i al mo nthly movement) 

Emp l oyment Fi r st : The categor y will rema i n " Currentu . 

Emp l oyment Second : 

Worldwide : Cur rent 

China : Up to f our weeks 

I nd i a : Up to one mont h 

Emp l oyment Th i rd : 

Worldwide : Curren t 

China : Up to f our mo nths 

I nd i a : Limited f orwar d move ment 

Mex i co : Curren t 

Phil i ppi nes : Up to two mo nths 

Emp l oyment Fourth : Curren t f o r mos t countrie s 

El Sal vador, Guatemala, Hondu r as : Up to t h ree weeks 

Mex i co : some f o r war d movement 

Emp l oyment Fi f th : The c ategor y wil l remain " Curren t u f o r mos t countries 

China- ma i nland born : Up to one week 

The above fina l act i o n date p r o jectio ns f or t he Fami ly and Empl oyme n t categor ies 
indi cate what i s likely t o happen on a mo nthly basi s t h r ough January based o n 
curren t app l icant demand patterns . Readers should never assume t hat recent trends 
in f inal action date move me n t s are guaranteed f o r the f u t ure , o r that " cor rective " 
act i o n wil l not b e required a t some poi n t i n an effort to maintain number use 
wi thin the applicable annua l limits . The determination o f the actual mo nthly fina l 
act i o n date s i s subject t o f luctuati o ns in applicant d emand and a numbe r o f o ther 
var i ables . 
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G . OBTAINING THE MONTHLY VI SA BULLETIN 

The Department of State ' s Bureau o f Consular Af fairs publishes the monthly Visa 
Bulleti n on their webs i te at www .travel. s tate . gov under the Visas section . 
Alternatively, vis i tors may access the Visa Bulleti n d i rectly by going to : 

h ttp : //www . t ravel . state . gov/con t ent/visa s/e ngl i sh/ law- and - polic y /bulletin . html . 

To be plac e d on t he Department o f State ' s E- mail subscrip tio n lis t f o r t he " Vi s a 
Bu lletin n, pleas e s end an E- mail t o t he f o llowi ng E- mail a ddress : 

listserv@calist.state.gov 

and i n t he message body t ype: 
Subscribe Visa- Bulletin 
(example: Subscribe Visa-Bulletin) 

To be r e move d from t he De partme n t o f State' s E- mail sub scription li s t f o r the 
" Vi s a Bul letinn, s e nd a n e - mail me ssa g e t o t he f o llowi ng E- ma i l a ddress : 

listserv@calist.state.gov 

and i n t he message body type: Signoff Visa- Bulletin 

The Department o f State also ha s ava i lable a recor d e d messa g e with visa f i nal 
a cti o n date s which c an be heard at : (2 02) 485- 7699. The recor d i ng i s no r mally 
updated o n / a bout the lOth o f eac h month wi th i n f o rmation on f i nal action date s f o r 
t he f o llowi ng month . 

Readers may submi t que stions regard ing Visa Bu lletin related i t e ms by 
E- ma i l at the f ol l owing a ddress : 

VISABULLETIN@STATE.GOV 

(This a ddre ss c annot be use d t o sub scribe to the Vi s a Bul letin . ) 

Department o f State Publ ica tion 95 14 
CA/VO : Se pte mber 11, 20 17 
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