
vii 
Copyright © 2026, American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) 

SUMMARY TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

THE CONSULAR PRACTICE HANDBOOK, 6TH ED. 
 

Preface and Caveat..................................................................................................... ix 
Detailed Table of Contents ........................................................................................ xi 
Index ......................................................................................................................... 371 
 
The Fundamentals of Lawyering at Consular Posts 
by Jan M. Pederson ....................................................................................................... 1 
Visa Services Under the Second Trump Administration 
by Aaron P. Karnell .................................................................................................... 71 
The National Visa Center and the Kentucky Consular Center 
updated by Dan Berger, Stephen Pattison, Ian Hopper, Marc Kaplan, Taylor Joseph, 
and Danielle Birget ..................................................................................................... 81 

DS-260 Immigrant Visa Applications and Fee Payment through CEAC 
edited by Matthew Weiss and Megan Kludt   .............................................................. 97 

Instructions for Completing the DS-160 Nonimmigrant Visa Application 
edited by Matthew Weiss and Megan Kludt  ............................................................. 109 
Obtaining Documents from Foreign Countries 
for Use in Consular Processing  
updated by Ruth McChesney ..................................................................................... 119 

B-1 Business Visitors 
updated by Flavia Santos Lloyd    .............................................................................. 125 

Consular Processing Considerations and Nuances for E-1 and E-2 Visa 
Applications 
by Ian E. Scott, Dustin Saldarriaga, Kelly LeGrand Weiner, and Jiyae Hwang   .... 145 

Consular Processing for Individuals Seeking F, M, or J Visas 
by Dahlia M. French   ............................................................................................... 175 

K Visa Processing 101 
by Flavia Santos Lloyd   ............................................................................................ 183 

Consular Processing of L-1 Petitions: An Update 
updated by Nataliya Rymer ....................................................................................... 191 
 



viii                                                                                          THE CONSULAR PRACTICE HANDBOOK, 6TH ED. 

Copyright © 2026, American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) 

The Art of the One-Page Cover Letter 
by Jared Leung  ......................................................................................................... 195 

Addressing Inadmissibility in Consular Processing Cases 
updated by Aaron P. Karnell  .................................................................................... 209 

General Waiver for Nonimmigrants: Processes and Procedures 
updated by Steven D. Heller   .................................................................................... 219 
Third Country National Visa Processing for Nonimmigrant 
and Immigrant Applications 
by Daniel Parisi  ........................................................................................................ 227 

Bringing the Family: Accompanying or Following-to-Join 
Principal Visa Applicants 
by Steven D. Heller   .................................................................................................. 235 

Expediting Consular Cases 
by Aaron P. Karnell  .................................................................................................. 241 

Preparing Your Clients for Their Nonimmigrant Visa Interview 
updated by Janice A. Flynn   ..................................................................................... 249 

Security Checks and Administrative Processing 
by Jay Gairson, Jennifer Nimer, and Faye Kolly   .................................................... 261 
The Impact of INTERPOL Notices on Pending U.S. Visa Petitions: 
What Every Immigration Attorney Needs to Know 
to Best Advocate for Their Clients 
by Sandra A. Grossman   ........................................................................................... 279 
Common Reasons for an INA §214(b) Denial 
updated by Michael Cataliotti   ................................................................................. 295 

Postapproval Processing: Visa Approval Is Not the End of the Case 
by Margaret Wilson   ................................................................................................. 317 

Working with Consular Posts on Unique Applications: 
Returning Resident Visas, In-Country I-130 Filings, and 
Passport Applications 
by Heather Drabek Prendergast, Michael H. Davis, and Charlotte Slocombe   ...... 341 

U.S. Citizen Filings from Consular Posts 
by Mandy Z. Feuerbacher, Audrea J. Golding, Claire D. Nilson, and Jeremy A. 
Weber   ....................................................................................................................... 351 


